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By Tami Towne

China! What an awesome adventure for 21 NFA members
this past month. Those traveling will agree it was an outstanding
trip, well worth it and a great way to see some of the
countryside.
Thanks to the tour guide, Bob Kellner, for making the
arrangements and putting together a fantastic trip. Most of the
group was traveling to China for the very first time.
The trip consisted of 4 1/2 days in China where most of us
started out as strangers from 3 countries and 8 states. At this
point, we have now traveled by plane, train and bus, which
took us half way around the world. Some of our trip highlights
included visiting three factories in Wanzai County, fireworks
demos on two nights, a hike around Moon Mountain, which
is not for the weak, paranoid or those fearful of heights, (I’d
insert names in here but we know who they are)! This trek
ended at a beautiful lake setting, which was as breathtaking
as the mountain itself. We also visited a quality control testing
laboratory in Yichun, toured through the largest warehouse
facility in Huayang, attended the International Fireworks Festival
and attended of a cooperative fireworks meeting.
Of course a trip to China is never complete without an After
the Smoke at our Five Star resort hotel. We were treated like
royalty while there and all our meals were a step into the culture
and traditions for their best guests. Do you feel like you regret
not going? You should, because what you can’t read here is all
the extras that come with a trip such as this one. Introductions
to new manufacturing companies, meeting people you have
worked with before, but finally getting to meet them in person, or
just the comradery shared between the NFA members.
Besides gaining knowledge about China, you quickly learned
a few Chinese words (common ones were bathroom and thank
you), felt comfortable using chopsticks and I’ve been told, that
if you can get two peanuts picked up at the same time, you are
proficient. Oh, I about forgot the rice wine toasts can occur
at every meal. Just hope you don’t have to hear the word
“Gumbay” more than a couple times during that meal. If you
haven’t been to China, I won’t ruin it for you. Just know the next
time the NFA offers a trip, you should sign up quickly because I
believe there are now 21 repeat travelers.
By the end of the travels we felt a new bond. We were having
fun and able to help Bob make sure everyone was on the bus
(even Patricia). Story telling about businesses back home,
strange and unusual fireworks happening and our families were
now taking place. So, Bob, when are you starting to plan the
next trip?
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